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CHAPTER   III

Moslem India

INDO-MOSLEM   CIVILIZATION   UNDER
THE   EARLIEST   TURCO-AFGHAN
DYNASTIES
BETWEEN THE ELEVENTH AND THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURIES
India was gradually conquered by the Muhammadans who
had come down from eastern Iran. At the beginning of the
eleventh century the Turk Mahmud of Ghazna subdued the Punjab.
In the early years of the thirteenth century the Afghan Muhammad
of Ghor and his lieutenants conquered the basin of the Ganges and
founded a powerful sultanate at Delhi which held sway over the
whole of Moslem India. At the beginning of the fourteenth century
the sultans of Delhi even conquered part of the Deccan, as far as the
outlying regions of Mysore and the Carnatic. But in the second half
of this same fourteenth century they allowed their lieutenants, the
Moslem governors of Bengal, Oudh, and the Deccan, to gain au-
tonomy and finally independence. Thus Moslem India became split
up into some ten local dynasties.
The period of the sultanate of Delhi, and of the local kingdoms
which succeeded it, exerted a profound influence over Indian art.
In fact, Islam created a new art in India, which combined in varying
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